By: Shaphali Jain
When a friend told us about Big Cat Rescue, a non profit educational sanctuary in Tampa, that houses the most diverse population of exotic cats in the
world, we decided to go for a tour of this establishment. We fell in love with the cats housed in this 45 acre sanctuary and were overwhelmed with compassion and a heightened sense awareness of the stand that we, as enlightened individuals, should take to aid what Big Cat Rescue is trying to accomplish.
Big Cat Rescue is devoted to rescuing and providing a permanent home for exotic (wild, not domestic) cats who have been abused, abandoned, bred to be
pets, retired from performing acts, or saved from being slaughtered for fur coats, and to educating the public about these animals and the issues facing them
in captivity and in the wild.
The sanctuary houses the most diverse population of exotic cats in the world, with 16 of the 35 species of wild cats represented among more than 100 residents. These include tigers, lions, leopards, cougars, bobcats, lynx, ocelots, servals, caracals and others, many of whom are threatened, endangered, or now
extinct in the wild.
We interviewed Scott Lope, Director of Operations at Big Cat Rescue. Read on to find out what you can do to make a difference in the lives of these cats,
in the wild as well as at the sanctuary.
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CM: Where does most of your funding come
You would also be able to help create some of the
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